
West of England Combined Authority 
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Cllr Winston Duguid, Bath and North East 
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Cllr Hal MacFie, Bath and North East Somerset 
Council 
Cllr Geoff Gollop, Bristol City Council 
Cllr Ed Plowden, Bristol City Council 
Cllr Brenda Massey, Bristol City Council 
 

Cllr Steve Pearce, Bristol City Council 
Cllr Andrew Varney, Bristol City Council 
Cllr Brian Allinson, South Gloucestershire Council 
Cllr James Arrowsmith, South Gloucestershire 
Council 
Cllr Tristan Clark, South Gloucestershire Council 
 

Officers In Attendance: 
Patricia Greer, Chief Executive 
Stephen Gerrard, Interim Director of Legal and 
Democratic Services 
Richard Ennis, Interim Director of  
 
Also In Attendance 
Metro Mayor Dan Norris 
Cllr Huw James, North Somerset Council 
Cllr Mike Bird, North Somerset Council 
 

Katherine Vowles, Interim Director of 
Infrastructure 
 
 

  
  
Apologies: 
Cllr James Arrowsmith, South Gloucestershire 
Council (Cllr Tristan Clark attended as substitute) 
 
 

Cllr John Ashe, South Gloucestershire Council 
Cllr Peter Crew, North Somerset Council 
 

 
Minutes 

  
1   Evacuation Procedure  
 The evacuation procedure was noted.  
2   Apologies for absence  
 Apologies for absence had been received from Cllr John Ashe and Cllr James Arrowsmith.  

Cllr Tristan Clark attended as substitute member on behalf of Cllr Arrowsmith. 
 
Cllr Peter Crew, North Somerset Council, also sent his apologies.  

3   Declarations of Interest under the Localism Act 2011  
 There were no declarations of interest declared in relation to the Localism Act 2011.  
4   Minutes  
 The minutes of the meeting held on 24 January 2022 were agreed as a correct record and 

signed by the Chair, subject to the correction to note that Cllr Tony Dyer attended the meeting 
as substitute for Cllr Ed Plowden who had given his apologies.  

5   Items from the Public (questions and statements)  
 Two questions had been received from Members of the Public in relation to this meeting. 

 
The questions and responses had been circulated to both the questioners and the Committee 
prior to the meeting and published on the Authority’s website. 



 

 
Additionally two statements had been received from members of the public as follows.   
 

1. David Redgewell – Transport Issues 
2. Maddy Longhurst – WECAs support for the Community Led Housing Sector in the 

West of England. 
 
Each speaker was invited to speak on the subject of their statement for a maximum time of 
three minutes each.  Both the speakers listed addressed the Committee in this way.  

6   Chair's business / announcements  
 The Mayor of the West of England Combined Authority, Metro Mayor Dan Norris, attended 

the first part of the meeting.  A summary of the discussion is set out below: 
 

 In respect of the points made during the public speaking item, the Metro Mayor stated 
the importance of supported bus services and was looking into ways to provide more 
resources in this area; 

 The SDS was proceeding but it was a legal process that had to be negotiated in the 
correct way in order that the prescribed rules were not broken.  There were certain 
ways of utilising green belt land that could be explored. At the moment the process 
was dealing with strategic level issues with granular details to follow.  It was important 
to learn the lessons of the last SDS process; 

 The Metro Mayor stated that he welcomed further opportunities to be held to account 
provided that it fell within his sphere of responsibility.  This included more detailed 
forward plans to be published in the future for instance; 

 The Metro Mayor was keen to explore all opportunities for investment and growth in 
the area including through maritime activities, transport usage, and thinking about 
solutions in new and innovative ways, etc; 

 He acknowledged that the had been issues with some projects caused by a 
combination of Brexit, inflation and covid but hoped that everything could now be 
back. The Mayor was urged to raise the profile of the Portishead line pending the 
funding decision; 

 It was noted that the Metro Mayor’s position on the expansion of Bristol Airport 
remained the same.  He reiterated that he felt more job opportunities locally could be 
gained through green endeavours; 

 Providing training for offenders was paramount and could be linked into skills 
spending and initiatives including sharing of best practice; 

 The Chair of the Committee welcomed the collaborative working in the Local 
Enterprise Partnership (LEP).  The Metro Mayor also welcomed this and stated that 
collaborative working regionally was improving all the time although a few 
diagreements between local leaders was inevitable from time to time; 

 The Delivery Assurance Report being considered by the Authority’s Committee 
meeting at its meeting on 8 April 2022 was establishing a ‘use it or lose it’ principle to 
with respect to regional funding allocations. 

 
(The Metro Mayor left the meeting at 13:53) 
 
The Chair announced that it had been useful to attend as an observer the recent Local 
Enterprise Partnership Board meeting where the benefit of collaborative working was evident.  
He reiterated that input from Scrutiny members on the Authority’s Committees and Board 
meetings was welcomed in order to be mindful of the formulation of policy, especially in 
relation to the ecological emergency. 
 
It was also noted that a vacancy existed on the Committee which would be filled by Cllr Steve 
Smith (Bristol City Council) from May 2022.  



 

7   Review of 8th April 2022 West of England Combined Authority Committee and West of 
England Joint Committee reports  

 The Committee considered the reports that were due to be determined by the meetings of the 
West of England Committee and the Joint Committee on 8 April 2022.  The Committee made 
comments on the reports and these were summarised and circulated to the Committees for 
their consideration.  These comments are attached at Appendix A.  

 Monday, 27 June 2022, 10.00 am, TBC 


